Francis Nau
June 9, 1924 - December 12, 2020

Francis L Nau ("Frank") died peaceably in his sleep on December 12th , 2020 at his home
in Roseville, California. He was born in 1924 and grew up in Illinois. After graduating high
school, he enlisted in the US Army and served during WW II from 1943 to 1946. In July
1947, Frank returned to military service in the Air Force of the US and was honorably
discharged in July 1950. During his time in the service he learned all things "Airplane".
He graduated from the Aeronautical University in September 1949. After the service he
became employed by North American Aviation in Columbus, Ohio, which then became
Rockwell, and later Boeing. During his employment with these companies he developed
the first jet (The Vigilante) to have super sonic and stealth capabilities. Frank's original
prints along with The Vigilante can be seen at the Castle Air Museum in Atwater,
California.
In addition to his love of airplanes, he enjoyed spending time with his family and his main
hobby of building miniature railroad layouts. Frank is predeceased by his parents Harriet
and Phillip Nau and his first wife Mary Margaret Nau. Left to mourn his passing are wife
Samantha Nau of Roseville, CA, stepsons Charles and Brandon and stepdaughter Ashlyn.
Graveside services for Frank will be held at Green Hills Memorial Park,
Rancho Palos Verdes, Ca on January 6th, 2021 at 12 noon.
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Green Hills Memorial Park
27501 S. Western Ave., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA, US, 90275

Comments

“

Frank was a good neighbor and a good husband to my friend Samantha. He was
patient, kind, and extremely smart. It was an honor to know him. I look forward to the
day where we can see him again.

Christina Vallejo - January 12 at 05:30 PM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

samikate29 - January 04 at 04:30 PM

“

It was a privilege to have known Frank. My late husband who was a pastor enjoyed
visiting with Frank. Now they are both with the lord with no more pain and suffering.
Gail Jack

Gail Jack - January 04 at 03:27 PM

“

As you might expect, someone who has lived 96 years has a lot of stories to tell. So
it was with Frank. He was a very interesting man and had a great insight into the
issues of yesteryear and of the current events in the world today. He will be missed
for sure but has finally been called home by his Lord. Connie Craun

samikate29 - January 04 at 02:32 PM

